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Preface

This new edition has been updated to reflect changes in other legislation since

the guide was first published. It also reflects a change in the way accidents are
reported. Telephone notifications and reports should be made to the Incident
Contact Centre on 0845 300 9923, online and e-mail reporting is also possible by
visiting www.hse.gov.uk/riddor. Further details are provided in paragraphs 52-56 of
the guidance.

Rail health and safety responsibility transferred to the Office of Rail Regulation
(ORR) on 1 April 2006 (paragraph 4 of the guidance has details of how this affects
reporting arrangements).

Schedule 2 Part 1(6) has been rewritten to capture the requirements of the
Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 and elsewheare the guide
has been amended to take account of the following pieces of legislation that have
come into law since it was first published.

The Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (Application outside Great Britain)
Order 2001

Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment
Regulations 2007 (CDG 2007)

Carriage of Dangerous Goods (Classification, Packaging and Labelling) and Use of
Transportable Pressure Receptacles Regulations 1996

European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by
Road (ADR)

Railways and Other Transport Systems (Safety) Regulations 2006

Quarries Regulations 1999

Goods Vehicles (Licensing of Operators) Act 1995

Goods Vehicles (Licensing of Operators) Regulations 1995

Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998

Chemicals (Hazard Information and Packaging for Supply) Regulations 2002
lonising Radiations Regulations 1999

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH)
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Introduction

1 This publication is a detailed guide to The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases

and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 (RIDDOR), which came into force
on 1 April 1996.* The HSE website (www.hse.gov.uk/riddor)' also contains all the
information most people will need to understand their duties and know when they
must act. This guide contains detailed technical background information and advice
on interpretation of the Regulations.

2 The Regulations are made under the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974
(HSW Act). They apply a single set of reporting requirements to all work activities
in Great Britain and in the offshore oil and gas industry. The main purpose of the
Regulations is to generate reports to the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and to
local authorities (also referred to as 'the enforcing authorities' in the relevant parts
of this guide). The reports alert the enforcing authorities to individual incidents.
They also provide data which is used to indicate where and how risks arise and

to show up trends. This enables the enforcing authorities to target their activities
effectively and to advise employers on strategies to help prevent injuries, ill health
and accidental loss.

3  The guide sets out:

(a) asummary of the main requirements; and
the full text of the Regulations and Schedules, together with detailed guidance
notes.

4 Rail health and safety responsibility transferred to the Office of Rail Regulation
(ORR) on 1 April 2006. Rail RIDDOR reports continue to be made directly to HM
Railway Inspectorate, now part of ORR. A separale, detailed guide is available on
the application of the Regulations to railways, tramways, trolley vehicle systems and
guided transport systems directly from ORR (www.rall-reg.gov.uk).?

Summary of the main duties

5  This section summarises what the Regulations require and gives pointers to
more detailed notes accompanying the full text of the Regulations.

6  The Regulations apply to events which arise out of or in connection with work
activities covered by the HSW Act. The terms 'work' and ‘at work' are defined in
the HSW Act, as modified. Modifications include The Police (Health and Safety)
Regulations 1999 and the Health and Safety (Training for Employment) Regulations
1990 and include work as an employee or self-employed person, work experience
provided in connection with a training course or programme (except 'simulated’
work experience provided directly by an educational establishment on its premises
as part of a course) and training for employment. An extended definition of

‘at work' applies for the purposes of these Regulations to people at offshore
workplaces (see regulation 2(3)).

7 Whenever any of the following events arises ‘out of or in connection with
work' (see regulation 2(2)(c) and paragraph 30), it must be reported to the enforcing
authority in writing or by calling the Incident Contact Centre (ICC) or reporting online
at www.hse.gov.uk/riddor (see paragraphs 51-56). A record must also be kept (see
regulation 7 and paragraph 87). If (8), (b), (c) or (d) happens, the enforcing authority
must first be notified by the quickest practicable means (eg by telephone):

* 81 1995/3163
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(8) the death of any person as a result of an accident, whether or not they are at
work (see regulation 3(1) and paragraph 41);

(o) someone who is at work suffers a major injury as a result of an accident (see
regulation 3(1) and paragraph 44). Major injuries are listed in Schedule 1;

{c) someone who is not at work (eg a member of the public) suffers an injury
as a result of an accident and is taken from the scene to a hospital or, if the
accident happens at a hospital, suffers a major injury (see regulation 3(1) and
paragraphs 45 and 48);

(d) one of alist of specified dangerous occurrences takes place (see regulation
3(1) and paragraph 49). Dangerous occurrences are events which do not
necessarily result in a reportable injury, but have the potential to cause
significant harm. They are listed in Schedule 2;

(e) someone at work is unable to do the full range of their normal duties for more
than three days as a result of an injury (an ‘over-3-day’ injury) caused by an
accident at work (see regulation 3(2) and paragraph 57);

() the death of an employee if this occurs some time after a reportable injury
which led to that employsee's death, but not more than one year afterwards
{see regulation 4 and paragraph 67); or

{g) a person at work suffers one of a number of specified diseases, provided
that a doctor diagnoses the disease and (except for certain communicable
diseases reportable only offshore) the person’s job involves a specified work
activity (see regulation 5 and paragraph 70). The specified diseases and
corresponding work activities are set out in Schedule 3. Those reporiable only
offshore are listed in Part |l of that Schedule.

8  The duty to notify and report these events rests with the ‘responsible person'.
The ‘responsible person' is defined in regulation 2 and may (although special
arrangements apply in the case of a mine, quarry, closed tip, diving operation,
offshore installaticn, well, pipeline or road vehicle carrying a dangerous substance)
be the employer of an injured person, a self-employed person, or someone in
control of premises where work is carried on (this will depend on the circumstances
and on who dies or suffers a reportable injury or disease). A guide to this is given in
paragraphs 22-28.

9  In addition to the requirements outlined in paragraph 7, regulation 6 (see
guidance at paragraph 79) requires that a report must be made in the following
circumstances:

(a) a conveyor of flammable gas through a fixed pipe distribution system, or
the filler, importer or supplier of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in a refillable
container, must report if they learn that someone has died or suffered a major
injury arising out of, or in connection with, that gas unless the death or injury
falls within the scope of regulation 3(1);

(B) any registered installation business must report if it finds that there is, in any
premises, a gas fitting or associated flue or ventilation arrangement which
could be dangerous in a way specified in regulation 6(2).

Where the Regulations apply

10 The Regulations apply to Great Britain but not to Northern Ireland, where
separate Regulations have been made. They also apply to certain work activities
carried out in United Kingdom territorial waters adjacent to Great Britain and in the
United Kingdom sector of the Continental Sheif (see regulation 12). These are the
work activities specified by the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (Application
outside Great Britain) Order 2001 (S| 2001/2127) (the 2001 Order) which include,
for example, offshore installations, wells, pipelines and pipeline works, and related
activities. The Regulations also apply to mines under the sea and certain other
activities in territorial waters, such as the loading and unloading of ships, the
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construction and repair of ships, the construction and repair of buildings or other
structures, and certain diving operations.

What you need to report

Here is a quick summary of the main reportable injuries, dangerous occurrences
and diseases for easy reference.

How to make a report

Telephone notifications and reports should be made to the Incident Contact Centre
on 0845 300 9923, online and e-mail reporting is also possible by visiting
www.hse.gov.uk/riddor. Further details are provided in paragraphs 52-56 of the
guidance.

Deaths

All deaths arising out of or in connection with work.

Reportable major injuries

() Fracture other than to fingers, thumbs or toes

(b) Amputation

(c) Dislocation of the shoulder, hip, knee or spine

(d) Loss of sight (temporary or permanent)

(e) Chemical or hot metal burn o the eye or any penetrating injury to the eye

()  Injury resulting from an electric shock or electrical burn leading to
unconsciousness or requiring resuscitation or admittance to hospital for
more than 24 hours

(@ Any other injury: leading to hypothermia, heat-induced illness or
UNCONSciousness; or requiring resuscitation; or requiring admittance to
hospital for more than 24 hours

()  Unconsciousness caused by asphyxia or exposure to a harmful substance
or biological agent

()  Acute illness requiring medical treatment, or loss of consciousness arising
from absarption of any substance by inhalation, ingestion or through the skin

()  Acute illiness requiring medical treatment where there is reason to believe
that this resulted from exposure to a biological agent or its toxins or infected
material

Reportable dangerous occurrences

(a) Collapse, overturning or failure of load-bearing parts of lifts and lifting
machinery

(b) Explosion, collapse or bursting of any closed vessel or associated pipework

(c) Failure of any freight container in any of its load-bearing parts

(d) Plant or equipment coming into contact with overhead power lines

(e) Electrical short circuit or overload causing fire or explosion

()  Any unintentional explosion, misfire, failure of demolition to cause the
intended collapse, projection of material beyond a site boundary, injury
caused by an explosion

(g Accidental release of a biological agent likely to cause severe human iliness

(n) Failure of industrial radiography or irradiation equipment to de-energise or
return to its safe position after the intended exposure period

()  Malfunction of breathing apparatus while in use or during testing immediately
before use

()  Failure or endangering of diving equipment, the trapping of a diver, an
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explosion near a diver, or an uncontrolled ascent

(k) Collapse or partial collapse of a scaffold over 5 metres high, or erected near
water where there could be a risk of drowning after a fall

) Unintended collision of a train with any vehicle

m) Dangerous occurrence at a well (other than a water well)

(n) Dangerous occurrence at a pipeline

(o) Failure of any passenger restraint or load-bearing part of fairground
equipment, or derailment or unintended collision of cars or trains

() A road tanker carrying a dangerous substance overturns, suffers serious
damage, catches fire or the substance is released

(@) A dangerous substance being conveyed by road is involved in a fire or
released

The following dangerous occurrences are reportable except in relation to offshore
workplaces:

(N Unintended collapse of: any building or structure under construction, alteration
or demolition where over five tonnes of material falls; a wall or floor in a place
of work; any false-work

(s) Explosion or fire causing suspension of normal work for over 24 hours

() Sudden, uncontrolled release in a building of:

100 kg or more of a flammable liquid;
10 kg or more of a flammabile liquid above its boiling point; or
10 kg or more of a flammable gas; or
500 kg of these substances if the release is in the open air
(u) Accidental release of any substance which may damage health

Note: additional categories of dangerous occurrences apply to mines, quarries,
relevant transport systems (railways etc) and offshore workplaces.

Reportable diseases include:

(a) Certain poisonings

(b) Some skin diseases such as occupational dermatitis, skin cancer, chrome
ulcer, oil folliculitis/acne

(¢) Lung diseases including occupational asthma, farmer's lung, pneumoconiosis,
asbestosis, mesothelioma

(d) Infections such as leptospirosis, hepatitis, tuberculosis, anthrax, legionellosis
and tetanus

(e) Other conditions such as occupational cancer, certain musculoskelstal
disorders, decompression illness and hand-arm vibration syndrome

The full list of reportable diseases, and the work activities they relate to, can be
found in regulation 5 (see paragraphs 71-78) and Schedule 3 to the Regulations.

A guide to the Reporling of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 Page 11 of 92



Regqulation

Regulation

Health and Safety
Executive

Regulation 1 Citation and commencement

These Regulations may be cited as the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and
Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 and shall come into force on 1 April
1996.

Regulation 2 Interpretation
(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires —

“the 2001 Order” means the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (Application
Outside Great Britain) Order 2001,

‘accident” includes

(a) an act of non-consensual physical violence done to a person at work;
and

(b) an act of suicide which occurs on, or in the course of the operation of, a
refevant transport system;

“approved” means approved for the time being in writing for the purposes of
these Regulations by the Execulive and published in such form as the Executive
considers appropriate;

“biological agent” has the meaning assigned to it by regulation 2(1) of the
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002;

‘CDG 2007" means the Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable
Pressure Equipment Reguiations 2007 (S 2007/1573);

“construction site” means any place where there are carried out building operations
or works of engineering construction such that those operations or works fall within
section 127(1) of the Factories Act 1961;

“dangerous occurrence” means an cccurrence which arises out of or in
connection with work and is of a class specified in —

(a) paragraphs 1-17 of Part | of Schedule 2;

(b) paragraphs 18-21 of Part | of Schedule 2 and takes place eisewhere
than at an offshore workplace;

(c) paragraphs 22-40 of Part Il of Schedule 2 and takes place at a mine;

(d) paragraphs 41-48 of Part lll of Schedule 2 and takes place at a quarry;

(e) paragraphs 49-72 of Part IV of Schedule 2 and takes place where a
relevant transport system is operated (other than at a factory, dock,
construction site, mine or quarry); or

()  paragraphs 73-83 of Part V of Schedule 2 and takes place at an offshore
workplace;

“disease” includes a medical condition;

“diving contractor” has the same meaning assigned to it by the Diving at Work
Regulations 1997;

“diving project” has the meaning assigned to it by the Diving at Work Reguiations
1997;

A guide to the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 Page 12 of 92



Regulation

2

Health and Safety
Executive

“dock” means any place to which section 125(1) of the Factories Act 1961
applies;

“the Executive” means the Health and Safety Executive;
“factory” has the meaning assigned to it by section 1756 of the Factories Act 1961;

“guided transport system” means a system using a mode of guided transport
prescribed under requlations 29(2)-(6) and 34 and Schedule 1 of the Railways and
Other Transport Systems (Safety) Regulations 2006;

“major injury” means an injury or condition specified in Schedule 1,

“mine" means a mine within the meaning of section 180 of the Mines and Quarries
Act 1954 and for the purposes of these Regulations includes a closed tip within
the meaning of section 2(2)(b) of the Mines and Quarries (Tips) Act 1969 which is
associated with that mine;

“guarry” means a quarry within the meaning of regulation 3 of the Quarries
Regulations 1999,

“offshore installation” has the meaning assigned to it by article 4(2) of the 2001
Order but excluding the fixed structures specified in article 4(2)(a) of that Order;

“offshore workplace" means any place where activities are carried on or any
premises such that prescribed provisions of the 1974 Act are applied to those
activities or premises by virtue of articles 4, 5 or 6 of the 20071 Order, and for

this purpose those articles shall be deemed to apply to activities or premises

within Great Britain which are in tidal waters or on the foreshore or other land
intermittently coversd by such waters as they apply to activities and premises within
territorial waters or a designated area;

“operator” in relation ta a mine has the meaning assigned fto it by regulation 2(1) of
the Quarries Regulations 1999;

“operator” in relation to a quarry has the meaning assigned to it by the Quarries
Regulations 1999;

“operator” in relation to a vehicle to which paragraph 16 or 17 and 17A of Part | of
Schedule 2 applies, means —

(a) a person who holds an operators licence (granted under Goods Vehicles
(Licensing of Operators) Act 1995, for the use of that vehicle for the
carriage of goods on a road; except that where by virtue of regulation
30(1) of the Goods Vehicles (Licensing of Operators) Regulations 1995
the vehicle is included in a licence held by a holiding company and that
company is not operating the vehicle at the relevant time, the ‘operator’
shall be the subsidiary company specified in the application made under
the said regulation 30(1) or, if more than one subsidiary company is so
specified, whichever one is operating the vehicle at the relevant time, and
in this sub-paragraph ‘holding company’ and 'subsidiary company' have
the same meanings as in the said Regulations of 1995, or

(b) where no such licence is held —

(il (in the case of a vehicle which is not registered in the United
Kingdom) the driver of the vehicle, or
(i) (in the case of any other vehicle) the kegper of the vehicle; and for
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