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Dear Sir

Transport and Works Act 1992
Objection to the Draft Chiltern Railways (Bicester to Oxford Improvements) Order

This letter is sent on behalf of our clients, Mr Luciano and Mrs Christine Howard of Chipping
Farm, Bletchingdon Road, Islip, Kidlington, OX5 2TH.

Statements of Case are to be provided no later than 6 August 2010 by those who wish to present
evidence to the Inquiry into the above Order.

Negotiations are progressing well between Mr and Mrs Howard and Chiltern Railways with a
view to concluding an agreement to address all of Mr and Mrs Howard’s concerns.

It is hoped that it will not be necessary for Mr and Mrs Howard to appear at the Inquiry but until
agreement is reached with Chiltern Railways we are not in a position to be able to confirm this.

We shall be grateful if you would take the objection letter (dated 15 February 2010) as Mr and
Mr Howard’s Statement of Case, should it be necessary for them to appear at the Inquiry.

A copy of their objection letter is included for ease of reference,

Yours faithfully

Brvelen Ty Betr

Bircham Dyson Bell LLP

Direct Line: +44 (0)20 7783 3436
Mobile: +44 (037973 151240
Direct Fax: +44 (0)20 7233 1351
Email: lectearle@bdb-law.co.uk

. Bircham Dyson Bell is the trading name of Bircham Dyson Bell LLP which is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number
Le Ce OC320798. Its registered office and principal place of business is 50 Broadway, Landon SW1H OBL where a list of members’ names is available for inspection.
Peactice Mansgement Standard Bircham Dyson Bell LLP is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and is a member of Lexwork International, an association of independent law firms.
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Londoen Date
SWIP 4DR 15 February 2010
Dear Sir

Transport and Works Act 1992
Objection to the Draft Chiltern Railways (Bicester to Oxford Improvements) Order

This is a letter of objection to the proposed Chiliern Railways (Bicester to Oxford
Improvements) Order (‘the Order®) applied for by Chiltern Railways on 6 January 2010. The
objection is made on behalf of Mr Luciano and Mrs Christine Howard, of Chipping Farm,
Bletchingdon Road, Islip, Kidlington, OXS 2TH.

Background

The Order is for works that would enable trains to run from London Marylebone to Oxford via
Bicester. The Objectors’ property comprises a family home and 2.0 acres of land to the east of
Islip and near the railway line between Bicester and Oxfiﬁ%jl. The Order proposes that this
section of line is upgraded from single-track to double:ﬁiggk t}%ﬂlow more trains, travelling at
higher speeds, to use it. To carry out these works, t&f’f?‘;der '1‘3"‘1_%0; A nﬁ(\ies that Chiltern Railways can
acquire Chipping Farm track (“the Track” @? arcéié‘ 16a009 and 17a001) to provide
accommodation access. This i§1%}_11'rently){?ag%%a%%gacl‘%iover W ich the Objectors and three
others have rights of accessﬁ’?he%@bjeé}gors H@:g%e ér%%gﬁb’ igatiénjto pay 20% of the costs of
maintaining the track. The f}:?eholders off{%%g landare bie Church Commissioners.
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The Objectors’ specific conc 5}% can be Su‘infn‘?%ﬁ?i‘Sed as follows:

(a) the Objectors ddrﬁ%i‘gj;s‘l'f?to dilute or lose their use and enjoyment of the Track;

(b) the Objectors do not wish the Track to be widened, with attendant loss of
vegetation,

() the Objectors do not wish the Track to be used by construction traffic;
(d} the potential for services to the Objectors’ property to be disrupted; and

(e) the construction and operation of the railway may result in unacceptable levels
of noise at their property.
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Details of each of these concerns are set below.
Use of the Track

The Track is described as being acquired for the ‘provision of accommeodation access’ in
Schedule 2 to the draft Order, and it is further mentioned in article 25(5), where new righis may
be created over it to provide vehicular access to those affected by the closure of Brookfurlong
Farm Crossing. The extent of the accommodation access, in terms of who it would involve
both at present and in the future, is not specified, nor is it set out whether any of those with
existing rights would be extinguished. The effect on the maintenance agreement of extending
access to others is also unknown.

The Objectors object to any diminution or loss of their rights o use and enjoy the track. Not
only is it the only access to their residence, but the security of the property would be reduced.
Furthermore, it is a tranquil and restful area that contributes to the value of their property and is
one of the reasons why they purchased it.

Alterations to the Track

The Track is presently single-track with two passing places. The land is described in the Book
of Reference as comprising a track, trees, shrubbery and ﬂuﬂkets The implication is that
Chiltern Railways will be able to acquire the trees, shru A{%e%nd thickets as well as the Track
itself, and remove or reduce them, either to widen théztrackdor for any other reason. The
Objectors object to any loss of vegetation along the« ra,k wh:’cher in order to widen it or for
any other purpose. G

Use of the Track during constfﬁ"c%‘igsn

sd p'sses cl@se to the Objectors® home. Although
its acquisition is described a ?__0:1% ‘accomnipdation accesgy this is not defined and the Objectors
would object to its use by consly Uthon-related vehicles at any stage of the project.

The Track is not suitable fo cheavy Vehlclej

Services

The Objectors are concerned that, as often occurs during construction projects, there are
planned or accidental interruptions to services. They would wish to be assured that there will be
no planned interruptions to any services to their property and that there is a protocol in place for
dealing with any accidental interrupiions swiftly.

Noise

The Environmental Statement (‘ES”) submitted with Chiltern's application does not identify the
Objectors’ house, Chipping Farm, as a property that is likely to be affected by noise from the
construction and operation of the railway. The Objectors would wish to be sure that the

predicted noise impact during construction and operation will not be significant and that they
will have adequate remedies should disturbance in fact occur.
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The most significant noise impacts will result from the operation of the railway line once the
upgrading works are completed. Currently, one train every 90 minutes passes along the line.
Once the works are completed, this will increase to 6 trains per hour which will travel at much
higher speeds than the current service. The incidence and level of noise from passing trains will
therefore be significantly increased.

If there is an impact, either predicted by Chiltern Railways’ consultants or when construction
and/or operation take place, the Objectors would wish steps to be taken, such a cessation or
reduction in work or operation, until steps can be taken such as the construction of noise
barriers or noise insulation works under Chiltern Railways’ own non-statutory scheme,
sufficient to reduce noise to an acceptable level.

The Objectors are concerned not only by noise levels inside their property, but also by noise.
outside and, in particular, the effect this is likely to have on local ecology at the site. The
Objectors are concerned that noise from the construction and operation of the proposed railway
will drive away the local wildlife and reduce the amenity of the area.

The Objectors submit that the Order should not be made unless appropriate mitigation measures
are put in place which will ensure noise impacts at their property are reduced to an acceptable

level,

Conclusion

The Objectors would wish to have their concerns sg
application for the Order. Pending the outcoms, @y such_ ISCUSS]fODS they would wish to have
the opportunity to appear at any E;é!lbhc 1nqu1ry>é;[*ﬁé\k0bj ectors zpso seek reassurance that their
legal costs in objecting to the Jrato .l;der _ :;et _‘ t—he Prorfioter.

i

énce relatmg' :

Please send any correspon:
attention of Nicola Jordan.

- Yours faithfully A &ﬁ;ﬁfy

Bircham Dyson Bell LLP

Direct Line: +44 (0)20 7783 3421
Mobile: +44 (0)7973 316942
Email: duncanoconnor@bdb-law.co.uk
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